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Greater Manchester,
Unite the Resistance
public forum:
7pm Tuesday 10th
December,
Room F14 Friends’
Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
Manchester M2 5NS Pupil Support Assistants have held inspirational strikes in Glasgow
After Grangemouth―do unions still have the power to stop austerity?
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against austerity...

Speakers: John Fox, Vice-President, BFAWU (Bakers Union), Linda
Holden Branch Secretary, MMU Unison (pc),Simon Hickman, FBU.
Invited speakers from UCU, NUT & Blacklisting Campaign.
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he Tory led coalition and the employers continue their assault on the working class and their
communities. Energy companies raise their prices by 10% leaving pensioners this winter scared to
put on the heating out of fear of being cut off. More and more young people are stuck on the
dole as the amount of 16-24 years on long term unemployment rises on a monthly basis.
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The sell-off of Royal Mail to the city traders brings back memories of the Thatcher years as Cameron
privatises one of the last publicly owned facilities. The threat to shut down and ship out production
at Grangemouth shows the bullying and vicious type of management that are prepared to destroy
communities and their families without a moment’s thought.
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Those in work face wage cuts, workloads spiralling out of control, the rise of zero hours contracts and
their pensions slashed.
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There have been some important signs of trade union resistance, from the fantastic October strikes
by teachers and Higher Education workers over pay to the brilliant victory by Hovis workers at their
Wigan plant over zero hour contracts. The inspirational strike by a 1,000 Pupil Support Assistants in
Glasgow also shows that resistance is not only possible but ongoing.
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However we have also seen important setbacks for the trade union movement. Articles have
appeared across the media debating the role of trade unions and questioning their ability to
defend their members in the face of a globalised market. Come along to the meeting and join the
discussion.
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